Should I Have A Bird

Tips for families

Considering a Pet Bird

1. Never give a child a live animal to
teach him responsibility. Children should
exhibit quality of character first before a
pet 1s brought into the home. The addition
of any pet should not be used to test these
characterostocs. If the relationship
between the bird and child does not work
out, secure an experienced parrot friendly

home that will better meet the bird's needs.

2.Gain approval from the entire family.
While everyone may not interact with the
bird equally, the entire household will need
to get along with the bird to a certain
extent. Never buy any animal for a child
without his or her enthusiasm and the

wholehearted approval of all concerned.

3. Intrigued by the Parrot's ability to
talk? Remember, that like people, all birds
are different and unique. Most parrots can
develope quite a vocabulary over time, some
are just not interested in talking. If the bird
you acquire turns out to be "closed
mouthed", you need to appreciate the non-
talker for his other charms, including a
virtually limitless curiosity, playful
disposition, and ability to respond to
affection.

4. Consider the health of household
members with allergies and breathing
problems. Many birds have a high degree
of natural "dander" which helps them keep
their feathers clean. This dander will
naturally get into the air of the household.
If these problems are present in the
household, talk to a doctor before adding a
bird to your family.

5. Can you afford a bird? Keeping a
healthy, happy bird requires an intial



